
ORDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

SU BJ: R E P A I R  S TATIOM PRODUCTION OF REPLACEMENT O R  M O D I F I C A T I O N  PARE 

1. PURPOSE. Th i s  o rde r  is t o  e s t a b l i s h  uniform procedures concerning r e p a i r  
s t a t i o n s  t h a t  manufacture and i n s t a l l  replacement o r  d i f i c a t i o n  parts 
conforming t o  Federa l  Aviat ion Administrat ion (FAA) approved d a t a ,  under a 
Supplemental Type C e r t i f i c a t e  (STC) or f i e l d  approval.  

2 .  DISTRIBVTION. This  o rde r  is d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Of f i ce s  of A i m r t h i n e s s  
and F l i q h t  Opera t ions ,  d i v i s i o n  l e v e l  ; r eg iona l  F l i g h t  Standards P iv i s ions  , 
branch i e v e l -  t h e  A i r c r a f t  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  Div is ion  i d  A i r c r a f t  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
Area Of f i ce s ,  Northwest Region, to branch l e v e l ;  Ckneral Avia t ion ,  Air C a r r i e r ,  
Engineering and Manufacturing, and F l i g h t  Standards C i s t r i c t  Of f i ce s ;  
Aeronaut ical  Qua l i t y  Assurance F ie ld  O f f i c e s  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F ie ld  Of f i ce s ;  
and t h e  F l i g h t  Standards Branch a t  t h e  FAA Academy. 

3 .  BACKGROUND. 

a .  It has r e c e n t l y  been brought t o  c u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  mst regions are 
pemt i t t i ng  r e p a i r  s t a t i o n s  t o  m u f a c t u r e  replacement and d i f i c a t i o r ,  p a r t s  
t h a t  have k e n  approved by an ST' without g e t t i n g  P a r t s  Manufacturer Pmrova l  
(m) from the  FAA, *en the p a r t s  a r e  i n s t a l l e d  by the  r e p a i r  s t a t i o n  m 
a i r c r a f t  brought to t h e  s t a t i o n  by the customer, with t he  t o t a l  m u f a c t u r i n g /  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  ope ra t ion  remaining "in-house". Some regions ,  however, have been 
r e q u i r i n g  such r e p a i r  s t a t i o n s  t o  o b t a i n  PMA f o r  the parts used in-house as 
w e l l  as f o r  those  so ld  f o r  use elsewhere. Th i s  lack  of uniformity m n g  
r eg ions  has  generated a a m p l a i n t  t o  the FAA, by t h e  m e r  of a r e p a i r  s t a t i o n  
who is requi red  by h i s  a n t r o l l i n g  region t o  g e t  a PMA, while competitors i n  
o t h e r  reg ions  are mt ,  thereby p lac ing  him a t  a disadvantage in competing f o r  
b i d s  on modi f ica t ion  programs. 

b. The s i t u a t i o n  with respect to whether o r  not a PMA should be required 
is  not c l e a r l y  def ined  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  m i n t e n a n c e  r u l e s  or t h e  production 
approval  r u l e s .  A hypothe t ica l  case  could be made t o  support e i t h e r  view. 
T h i s  has k e n  recognized, and to c l a r i f y  t he  ma t t e r  a r egu la to ry  review of 
product ion and min tenance  r u l e s  is in t h e  development s t age ,  with m e  of t h e  
o b j e c t i v e s  k i n g  t o  provide q u a l i t y  con t ro l  requirements f o r  a i r c r a f t  d i f i e r s  
who b t h  produce and i n s t a l l  d i f  i c a t i o n  k i t s .  

4 .  ACTION. 

a.  To e s t a b l i s h  uniform procedures f o r  all r e ~ i o n s ,  a r e p a i r  s t z t i c n  t h a t  
is manufacturing replacement o r  d i f i c a t i o n  p a r t s  may b given th ree  ~ t i o n s :  



(1) A FPN nay be i s s u d  i f  t h e  r e p a i r  s t a t i o n  has appl ied f o r  PMA and 
n e t s  t h e  provis ions  of  FAR 21.303. 

( 2 )  The replacement or m d i f i c a t i o n  p a r t s  m y  be produced under t h e  
p r w i s i o n s  of FAR F a r t s  43 and 145 when: 

( a )  The r e p a i r  s tat  ion is rnxlifying a i r c r a f t  in accordance with an 
ST(: based on drawincjs and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  adequate to produce d u p l i c a t e s ;  

( b )  The re l ja i r  s t a t i o n  is appropr i a t e ly  r a t e d  f o r  the a i r c r a f t  
involved; and, 

(c) The r e p a i r  s t a t i o n  procedures manual provides a m t r o l s  which 
r a y  he s i m i l a r  to those  in  FAR 21.303(h) ,  t o  cover t h e  m u f a c t u r i n a  
ow r a t  ions .  

( 3 )  F a r t s  may be manufactured f o r  r e p a i r  or a l t e r a t i o n s  mvered  by 
f i e l d  apprcvals ,  in accordance with the provis ions  of Order 8600 .l, Chapter 3, 
Sect.iori 3. 

b. The opt  ions  in preceding paragraphs 4 .a. ( 2 ) and 4 .a. ( 3 ) apply  c n l y  \hen 
t h e  p a r t s  ranufac tured  by t h e  repair s t a t i o n  are i n s t a l l e d  on a i r c r a f t  e i t h e r  
t ~ r o u q h t  to the  r e p a i r  s t a t i o n  f o r  the m r k  o r  at o t h e r  l oca t ions  under the 
r e p i r  s t a t i o n ' s  d i r e c t  au tho r i ty .  A PMA must be obtained f o r  p a r t s  t h a t  are 
t~ tx Installed by anyone o the r  than t h e  r e p a i r  s t a t i o n .  

*,?d M. C .  Beard 

Direc tor  of  Airworthiness 
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